1. Create a discussion; Juvenile Delinquency explaining to the class your stated position on that topic (for or against the issue).  200 word minimum

2. You can pick either discussion below arguing against their stated position, but the other discussion has to be agreeing with their position.  100 word minimum each discussion 



Discussion 1 

 
Original- Hate Crimes


On March 30, jut a few days ago a 65-year-old Filipino woman was brutally attacked in New York City, specifically Midtown Manhattan. The attack was caught on video and the suspect subsequently arrested. He said things during the attack which made it obvious that it was a hate crime and he has been charged as such. Good thing New York State has a hate crime statute that includes racially motivated crimes. If this happened in South Carolina it would just be assault (without federal intervention). All states should have a comprehensive hate crime statute even though it doesn’t really surprise me that South Carolina and Arkansas do not. It surprises me that Georgia does, but they just got it in 2020, so. It seems obvious to me that there should be a minimum standard set by the Federal Government similar to the first and second amendment whereas the states can do more but not less. In South Carolina for instance there is a penalty enhancement for crimes motivated by political affiliation…but not race, religion or ethnicity? Sure, there are those that would retreat to the “less government interference” argument but it seems that those are the ones who give comfort to hate the most. I don’t believe that anyone could argue that hate crime is not on the rise. A state like Minnesota covers all the bases including gender identity and Wyoming has nothing.
Why does the Federal hate crime law not suffice? Because there are a lot of crimes that may not meet federal standards, are not reported as such or face manpower restrictions (there are only so many agents/federal prosecutors). The DOJ has a web portal called “Hate Crime news” which exemplifies the pervasiveness.
“There are wide disparities in the protections provided by the various state hate crimes laws, resulting in unequal protection from similar violent crimes in different jurisdictions and the frustration of efforts to collect and maintain accurate national data regarding these attacks” (State Hate Crimes Statutes, 2020, para.2).
 
 
 
 
State Hate Crimes Statutes. (2020). Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/state-hate-crimes-statutes







Discussion 2 

Gun Laws


There was a shooting recently at a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado. A few years back there was a school shooting in Sante Fe. Before that there was mass shootings in Florida and Nevada. All of these shootings have created major debates regarding gun laws and how to create a safer environment for our society. Many anti-gun activist have pushed for banning ownership of automatic rifles (AR) and the creation of stricter gun laws while pro-gun activists have argued that stricter laws violate their 2nd amendment right and increase crime rates.  

While these shootings are tragic, I do not think implementing stricter gun laws will prevent or reduce gun violence, it will only hurt law abiding citizens. For example, many areas in the United States have created gun free zones in order to prevent gun violence. However, there is research that shows mass shooters specifically target these areas because people cannot defend themselves (Lott Jr., 2016). Other anti-gun activists want to abolish “Stand Your Ground” (SYG) laws which allows people to defend themselves without having to retreat. For example, if a person breaks into your home in the middle of the night you have a right to defend yourself rather than fleeing from your own home. Could you imagine someone breaking into your home to burglarize it, someone approaching you at night trying to rob you at gun point or (Excuse my language) attempt to sexually assault you or one of your family members and you could not defend yourself because society removed the SYG law? Research has shown that murder, rape and robbery rates all decline after the implementation of SYG laws (Lott Jr., 2016). Some anti-gun activists want to ban assault rifles for everyone (including police). This law would not prevent criminals from acquiring AR’s illegally nor would it prevent criminals from using them. This law would only affect law-abiding citizens and police from being able to respond to a mass shooting incident. Ultimately, firearms are a part of our society and culture, much like opioids are, and it is important to understand that stricter laws will not reduce gun violence, it will only make it easier for criminals to target and victimize law-abiding citizens.  
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